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CPRC/BWPI International Conference, 8-10 September 2010

What have we learned after ten years of ‘war against poverty’ and what should 
we do 2010-2020?
David Hulme, Executive Director

Solava Ibrahim, Research Fellow

Ten years ago the world declared a war 
against poverty at the Millennium Summit. 
In September 2010, the UN General 
Assembly convenes to review progress 
towards achieving the MDGs. One thing 
is clear: the results are mixed. Some 
countries succeeded in reaching more 
MDG targets in faster and more efficient 
ways than others. However, what is still 
not clear is whether the world’s biggest 
promise is still to be kept? The fact that 
aid promises have not been delivered by 
OECD countries renders it rather difficult 
for developing countries to plan and 
achieve their MDG targets, esp. poverty 
reduction.  Almost ten years after what 
appeared to be fundamental changes in 
how global poverty eradication would 
be tackled (the MDGs, Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers and other changes); there 
is disappointment with the progress that 
has been made (Figure1).

It is therefore vital to ask: what have we 
learned after ten years of ‘war against 
poverty’ and what should we do 2010-
2020? To debate this question, the 
Chronic Poverty Research Centre (CPRC) 
is organizing a mega-conference hosted 
by BWPI, two weeks before the UN 
General Assembly review meeting. The 
conference will present and review the 
state of knowledge about poverty and 
poverty reduction after the first decade 
of concerted global efforts to eradicate 
extreme poverty. 

By bringing together leading researchers 
on poverty, the conference aims at helping 
in setting the research and policy agenda 
on poverty and poverty reduction 2010 to 
2020. It will showcase the major research 
findings of the Chronic Poverty Research 
Centre and assesses the state of knowledge 
about chronic poverty and its eradication. 

For further information about the conference, please check the conference website for regular updates: 

http://www.chronicpoverty.org/events/event/20091015-ten-years-of-poverty-what-have-we-learned-since-2009-and-what-should-we-do-
2010-2020

Source: UN (2009) The Millennium Development Goals Report 2009. New York: United Nations.

The global economic crisis derails progress 
against poverty
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BWPI Events from October 2009 onwards

Development@Manchester Seminar Series

Professor Sir Richard Jolly 
Institute of Development studies

UN ideas in past development thinking – and future challenges 13 October 2009

Professor Guy Standing 
University of Bath

Work After Globalization: Building Occupational Citizenship 20 October 2009

Professor Rorden Wilkinson
BWPI Associate Director

Reforming the WTO? Trade and development beyond the Doha Round 27 October 2009

Professor Kevin Anderson Tyndall 
Centre for Climate Change Research

To be announced 24 November 
2009

Professor Gary Gereffi
Duke University

To be announced 8 December 2009

BWPI Guest Lecture
Eric Carter 
Grinnell College

Enemy in the Blood: Malaria, Regional Inequality, and Development in 
Argentina

21 October  2009

International Conference
Chronic Poverty Research Centre

Ten Years of Poverty: what have we learned since 2009 and what should 
we do 2010-2020

8-10 September 
2010

BWPI Events October 2008 – September 2009

BWPI Seminar Series

Dr Vincent Pattison 
BWPI PostDoc Research Fellow

“They don’t think yer poor if yer workin’ but we are!” – the multiple 
experiences of poverty and exclusion amongst Manchester’s low 
paid workers

2 December 2008

Dr Dennis Rodgers 
BWPI Senior Research Fellow

Gang Rule: Violence and the Politics of Exclusion in Post-Revolutionary 
Nicaragua

2 February 2009

Dr Miguel Nino-Zarazua 
BWPI - CPRC Research Fellow

The Utility Cost of Group Lending 3 March 2009

Professor Tony Bebbington
BWPI Associate Director

Conflicts over the Countryside: Social Movements and Extractive Industries 
in Andean America

2 June 2009

BWPI Guest Lectures and Public Panels

Professor David Hulme
BWPI Executive Director

Dr Admos Chimhowu
Lecturer, IDPM, University of 
Manchester

Public Panel: Who Owns Development? 
With guest panelists:
Professor Gérman Escobar, Executive Director, RIMISP 
Professor Sugata Marjit, Director, Centre for Studies in Social Sciences, 
Calcutta, India
Professor Ananya Roy, University of California at Berkeley

16 October 2008

Dr Mike Edwards 
BWPI Visiting Senior Fellow 

Gates, Google and Global Poverty: Why ‘Philanthrocapitalism’ is not the 
answer

3rd March 2009

Dr Simon Szreter
University of Cambridge

What’s Tudor history got to do with African development policy? 23 March 2009

Professor Julian May 
University of KwaZulu-Natal Professor 
Ian Timæus 
London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine 

Adult deaths, poverty dynamics and demographic mobility in KwaZulu-
Natal, South Africa: evidence from a household panel survey

12 May 2009

Professor John Pickstone 
University of Manchester, Faculty of 
Life Sciences 

The Public Health of Manchester, Past and Present: Can we learn from the 
classic histories and the recent politics?

13 May 2009

Professor Joseph Stiglitz
BWPI Chair
Ravi Kanbur
Cornell University

The Global Financial Crisis 15 June 2009
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Professor Partha Dasgupta
SCI and BWPI, UoM

The Enforcement of Agreements: Social norms vs Laws 17 June 2009

Professor Pranab Bardhan
University of California, Berkeley

Land Tenure and Farm Productivity: An analysis of disaggregated Farm-
Level data

29 June 2009

Professor Joseph Stiglitz
BWPI Chair

Public Panel: Priorities in African Development
With guest panellists:
Professor Jomo KS, (UN DESA)
Professor Mushtaq Khan, School of Oriental and African Studies
Professor Michael Lipton, Institute of Development Studies
Howard Stein, University of Michigan

30 June 2009

BWPI collaborative events and conferences

Conference: Manchester Poverty Summit 
University of Manchester 

15-16 October 
2008

Panel discussion: 
BWPI,  The Global Urban Research 
Centre (GURC), The Institute 
for Development Policy and 
Management (IDPM) and Women in 
Informal Employment: Globalizing 
and Organizing (WIEGO)

New Perspectives on Informality 
Launch of WIEGO Manchester Office

21 January 2009

Workshop: The Rajendrapur Conversation 
in conjunction with BRAC Development Institute, BRAC Centre for 
Development Management, Rajendrapur, Gazipur, Bangladesh

26-27 January 
2009

Conference in conjunction with:
BRAC Development Institute 
BRAC University Department of 
Architecture 
Manchester Architecture Research 
Centre (MARC)
The Global Urban Research Centre 
(GURC)
in collaboration with:
Eco Cities: the Bruntwood Initiative 
for Sustainable Cities 

Climate Change and Urban Poverty: Infrastructures of Development  
BRAC Centre, Dhaka, Bangladesh

28 January 2009

Presentation by:
Julia Shepherd
BWPI PhD Student

Ageing, well-being and Development: a Comparative Study of Brazil and 
South Africa 
part of the Ageing Globally, Acting Locally project funded by the UK 
Research Councils’ New Dynamics of Ageing programme. ESRC Festival of 
Science, Manchester Town Hall

11th March 2009

BWPI-IDPM conference panel: Reconnecting with Poverty in Latin America
Latin American Studies Association (LASA) International Congress 

11-14 June 2009
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Working Paper Series
BWPI publishes a variety of working papers with topics reflecting the Institute’s multi-disciplinary, cross-organisational research activity. 

All papers are available for download in pdf format from the BWPI website.

Selected Publications

Addison, A. (2008) “Post-Conflict Recovery” in A. Addison, R. Devetak and C. Hughes (eds.) The Globalization of Political Violence, 
London, Taylor and Francis. 

Addison, A. (2009) (with D. Hulme and R. Kanbur), Poverty Dynamics: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

Banks, N. (2008) “A tale of two wards: political participation and the urban poor in Dhaka city”, Environment and Urbanization, 20(20). 

Barrientos, A. (2009) (with C. Santibañez), Social Policy for poverty reduction in lower income countries in Latin America: Lessons and 
Challenges, Social Policy and Administration, 43(4) 409-424. 

Barrientos, A. (2009) (with C. Santibañez), New forms of social assistance and the evolution of social protection in Latin America, in 
Journal of Latin American Studies, 41(1) pp. 1-26. 

Barrientos, A. (2009) Social pensions in Low Income Countries, in Closing the Coverage Gap: The role of social Pensions and other 
retirement transfers, edited by R. Holzmann, D. Dobralino, and N. Takayama, The World Bank, Washington DC. 

Hulme, D. (2009) (with T Arun), “Microfinance: an introduction”. In D Hulme and T Arun (eds.) Microfinance: A Reader, 1-16. London, 
Routledge. 

Hulme, D. (2008) (with A. Barrientos), Social Protection for the Poor and Poorest, London, Palgrave. 

Hulme, D. (2009) (with D Clark), “Towards A Unified Framework for Understanding the Depth, Breadth and Duration of Poverty”, 
Cambridge Journal of Economics. 

Hulme, D. (2009) (with V Chhotray), “Contrasting Visions for Aid and Governance in the 21st Century: The White House Millennium 
Challenge Account and DFID’s Drivers of Change”, World Development, 37(1), 36-49. 

Ibrahim, S. (2009) (with Enrica Chiappero-Martinetti) “Self-help: A Catalyst for Human Agency and Collective Capabilities” in Debating 
Global Society: Reach and Limits of the Capability Approach, Milan, Giangiacomo Feltrinelli Foundation. 

Nino-Zarazua, M. (2009) “Micro-credit and Poverty in Mexico: An Impact Assessment in Urban Markets”, VDM Verlag. 

Pattison, V. (2009) “Neoliberalization and its discontents: The experience of working poverty in Manchester” in A. Smith, A. Stenning 
and K. Willis, Global Social Justice and Neoliberalism, London, Zed Books. 

Rogers, D. (2009) (edited with Gareth Jones), Youth Violence in Latin America: Gangs and Juvenile Justice in Perspective, New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

Rogers, D. (2009) (with R. Muggah and C. Stevenson), “Gangs of Central America: Causes, Costs, and Interventions”, occasional paper 
no. 23, Geneva: Small Arms Survey. 

Rogers, D. (2009) (with O. Jütersonke and R. Muggah), “Urban Violence and Security Promotion in Central America”, Security Dialogue, 
40(4-5). 

Rogers, D. (2009) “Slum wars of the 21st century: Gangs, Mano Dura, and the new urban geography of conflict in Central America”, 
Development and Change, 40(5). 

Rogers, D. (2009) (with R. Muggah), “Gangs as Non-State Armed Groups: The Central American Case”, Contemporary Security Policy, 
30(2): 301-317. 

Scott, J. (2008) (with R. Wilkinson), “Developing Country Participation in the GATT: a reassessment”, World Trade Review, Vol. 7, Issue 3. 

Steiner, S. (2008) “Decentralisation in Africa. A Pathway out of Poverty and Conflict?” in S. Steiner, G. Crawford and C. Hartmann (eds) 
Constraints on the Implementation of Decentralisation and Implications for Poverty Reduction – The Case of Uganda, the 
Netherlands, Amsterdam University Press. 

Vom Hau, M. (2008) “State Infrastructural Power and Nationalism: Comparative Lessons from Mexico and Argentina”, Studies in 
Comparative International Development 43: 3-4, pp. 193-212. 

Vom Hau, M. (2008) (with H. Soifer), “Unpacking the Strength of the State: The Utility of State Infrastructural Power”, Studies in 
Comparative International Development 43: 3-4, pp. 219-230. 

Woolcock, M. (2009), “Toward a Plurality of Methods in Project Evaluation: A Contextualized Approach to Understanding Impact 
Trajectories and Efficacy”, Journal of Development Effectiveness 1(1): 1-14. 

Woolcock, M. (2008) (with C. Gibson), “Empowerment, Deliberative Development and Local Level Politics in Indonesia: Participatory 
Projects as a Source of Countervailing Power”. Studies in Comparative International Development 43(2): 151-180. 

Woolcock, M. (2008) (with E. Radin), “A Relational Approach to the Theory and Practices of Economic Development”. In D. Castiglione, 
J. van Deth and G. Wolleb (eds.) Handbook of Social Capital New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 411-438. 
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BWPI Staff and Students 
Professor Joseph Stiglitz	 Chair

Professor David Hulme	 Executive Director

Professor Armando Barrientos 	 Research Director

BWPI Annual Report 2009 Staff and Students

Associate Directors

Dr Stephanie Barrientos

Professor Tony Addison 

Professor Anthony Bebbington

Dr Admos Chimhowu

Professor Maia Green

Dr Sam Hickey

Professor Uma Kothari

Dr Diana Mitlin

Professor Kunal Sen

Professor Michael Woolcock

Professor Rorden Wilkinson

Research Staff

Dr Dennis Rodgers 	 Senior Research Fellow

Dr Matthias vom Hau 	 Lewis-Gluckman Post-doctoral Research Fellow

Dr Susan Steiner 	 Lewis-Gluckman Post-doctoral Research Fellow

Dr Vincent Pattison 	 Lewis-Gluckman Post-doctoral Research Fellow

Dr Indranil Dutta 	 Lecturer (Economics)

Dr Manoj Roy	 Research Fellow (CGI Bangladesh Programme)

Dr Miguel Nino-Zarazua	 Research Fellow (Social Transfers and Chronic Poverty)

Dr James Scott	 Research Fellow (Global Poverty Reduction)

Dr Solava Ibrahim 	 Research Fellow (Global Poverty Reduction)

Dr Amanda Berlan	 Sustainable Consumption Institute Research Fellow

Administrative Team

Ros McDonnell	 Institute Administrator

Clare Degenhardt	 Editorial Support

Judith Gracey	 Knowledge Manager

Laura Partridge	 Project Administrator

Julie Rafferty	 Research Finance Administrator

Denise Redston	 Senior PA to Professor David Hulme

PhD Researchers and Thesis titles
Abdul-Gafaru 
Abdulai	

Poverty reduction through agricultural modernization in Ghana: The case of the Millennium Challenge Account.

Nikki Banks Empowerment and economic mobility among the urban poor in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

You-ah Chung National systems of foreign aid and developmental consequences.

Nathalie Gupta The impact of industrial restructuring on real wages and income inequalities for factory workers in selected 
industrial districts in India.

Huraera Jabeen Adaptation to climate change and climate variability by the urban poor from the built environment perspective.

Moustafa Khalil Islamic institutions practice for poverty alleviation in Egypt: Defining mechanisms and impact assessment.

Julia Mase The impact of social transfers on household behaviour in poor older person households in South Africa.

Mathilde Maitrot Governance practices and organizational development: Drivers of performance of MFIs.

Miranda Morgan Demanding a slice: The role of contentious politics in food access.

Sufficient Nkomo	 Food security and vulnerability for the Zambezi Basin populations of Kariba and Binga: The role of aquaculture 
production in alleviating food insecurity and vulnerability.

Admire 
Nyamwanza

Exploring measures of enhancing the adaptive capacity of Sub-Saharan African communities to pressures of 
climate change and variability : A case study of Muzarabani Communal Area in Mashonaland Central Province, 
Zimbabwe.

Luigi Peter Ragno Linking protection and promotion in poor households in urban Bangladesh: Do cash-based social assistance 
measures promote risk taking and investments towards poverty reduction and sustainable exit?’.

Farzana Ramzan Food security, technology adoption and Intra-household dynamics in rural Tanzania.

Lucy Scott Giving assets: An effective approach for reducing vulnerability and building livelihoods on the Chars.

Ganga Tilakaratna Impact of microfinance as a (policy) tool for poverty reduction in Sri Lanka.

Jing You Poverty and the utility cost of the increased uncertainty attaching to consumption and income flows in the new 
China.

http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/index.html
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/hulme_david.htm
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/abarrientos-profile.html
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/barrientos_stephanie.htm
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/taddison-profile.html
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/bebbington_anthony.htm
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/chimhowu_admos.htm
http://www.socialsciences.manchester.ac.uk/disciplines/socialanthropology/about/staff/mgreen/
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/hickey_sam.htm
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/kothari_uma.htm
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/mitlin_diana.htm
http://www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/idpm/staff/sen_kunal.htm
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/mwoolcock-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/rwilkinson-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/drodgers-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/mvomhau-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/ssteiner-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/vpattison-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/idutta-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/mroy-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/mzarazua-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/jscott-profile.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/index.html
http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/staff/index.html
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