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Abstract 

Using new data on 590 Turkish households in Berlin, we investigate the 
determinants and impact of integration on economic performance. We find that the 
usual suspects, such as time spent in Germany and education, have positive 
impact, while networks have no impact on integration. There is strong evidence that 
political integration and the degree of full integration promote income. Using 
endogenous switching regression models, we show that local familial networks 
increase the income of unintegrated migrant groups only, while transnational 
networks decrease it. We also find that education is more welfare-improving for 
integrated than non-integrated immigrants. 

 

Keywords: Integration, Economic success, Ethnic networks, Turkish migrants, Berlin  

 

Acknowledgements 

This paper is part of a wider research led by Hulya Ulku and funded by the Nuffield 
Foundation, concerning the remittances, savings, social and economic networks and 
integration of Turkish households in Berlin. We would like to thank the Nuffield 
Foundation for their financial support. We also would like to thank Oded Stark, Ira N. 
Gang, Uma Kothari, Thankom Arun, Tanja Müller, Ingrid Tucci and Natalia Weisshaar, 
as well as the participants of the DIW Research Seminar, IZA Summer School and 
World Economic Congress for their helpful comments, and the research assistants 
Zeycan Yesilkaya, Fatma Goksu, Cagri Kahveci, Beyhan Yildirim, Deniz Erkan, Rut-
Maria Gollan and Alper Yenilmez for their vigorous and excellent work on interviews and 
data entry.  

 

Alexander M. Danzer is a Research Associate at DIW Berlin and IZA.  

 

Hulya Ulku is a Lecturer in Development Economics at the Institute for Development 
Policy and Management (IDPM), University of Manchester. 

  

 

 


